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Dear MAP members,

How are you doing? That’s a common question nowadays and one that MAP wants to focus on during the pandemic and the unrest caused by 
overt and covert racism  – providing support through online MAP meetings, information and a friendly check in. We will keep you up to date with 
any changes to refugee claimant services as they happen - and ask if you have information that you would like to share with MAP that you let us 
know  at info@mapbc.org

MAP NEWS
• Because of a very positive response to her MAP meeting presentation on frontline worker mental health support we are inviting Asli 

Kucukbumin to present Part 2 at a special participatory meeting online – date/time TBA. Watch for the message and invitation to attend!

• Please register now for the first IN FOCUS presentation: ‘A Bitter Pill – utilizing the talents of refugee women doctors’ on Thursday March 4 at 
7:00pm. Registration is available here along with access to speaker profiles, research and campaign information. 
Please share the poster attached – send it to your neighbours, schools, universities, colleagues and friends. Thank you! 
Thank you to our partners: Canadian on Paper, ICC, MOSAIC and MAP’s Information Working Group for their collaboration (Options CS, 
inasmuch & Mount Pleasant NH)
Watch the video! https://drive.google.com/file/d/14aWIIMYyuo33wcbuxXSzPG5zlAEVu8lT/view?usp=sharing

OTHER NEWS: 
• Federal Court Appeal of the decision to strike down the STCA  ongoing: Feb 23 & 24 see the CCR release for details. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thank you for all you are doing to support vulnerable refugee claimants - especially during these unprecedented times. Stay 
safe and well - and let's not let social distancing be a barrier to the folks we serve.
Jenny Lam and Richard Belcham - and the other Jenny!

mailto:info@mapbc.org
https://mapbc.org/a-bitter-pill/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14aWIIMYyuo33wcbuxXSzPG5zlAEVu8lT/view?usp=sharing


• Did you know there are many fully qualified medical doctors waiting to work in Canada?

• Did you know that 90% of medical resident physician jobs in Canada are closed to 
international doctors?

It’s a terrible waste of talent and a loss for our communities.

MAP's “In Focus” series presents ‘A BITTER PILL - utilizing the talents of refugee 
women doctors’: a panel discussion event on refugee women doctors and the systemic 
barriers they face pursuing their profession in Canada. Hear the story of a former 
refugee who had to change her career path, the lawyer who is leading the Human 
Rights complaint and a public health perspective that will describe what we are all 
missing out on.

Join us on Thursday, March 4th from 7-8:30pm online to learn more about the 
challenges they face and how we can draw attention to this injustice!

Speakers:

Damilola Toki – Western University

Zarghoona Wakil – MOSAIC BC 

Rosemary Pawliuk – Canadian on Paper

Dr. Maureen Mayhew – UBC

Moderated by MAP member Tess Acton – MKS Immigration Lawyers

REGISTER AND FIND OUT MORE 

NEW POSTER ATTACHED

https://mapbc.org/a-bitter-pill/


On February 23 & 24th the Federal Court of Appeal will hear the Canadian government's appeal of a decision finding that 

the Canada-US Safe Third Country Agreement (STCA) is unconstitutional. Amnesty International (AI), the Canadian Council 

for Refugees (CCR), and The Canadian Council of Churches (CCC) will once again join individual refugee claimants as their 

lawyers reiterate to the court that the STCA violates the right to life, liberty, and security of the person, as well as equality 

rights guaranteed by the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Everything is not resolved under the Biden administration
Refugee protection in the US drastically deteriorated under the Trump administration, but many laws and policies that violate

refugee rights preexisted his administration, and will not be easily reversed by the new Biden administration. Indeed, 

Amnesty International, the CCR and the Canadian Council of Churches have been challenging the STCA since before it was 

signed and won a previous Federal Court ruling finding the US unsafe for refugees in 2007 (though this decision was 

subsequently overturned on appeal, based on a technicality).

We invite you to amplify the conversation by:
•Sharing our press release in your networks

•Sharing our Facebook and Twitter posts once they are live on Tuesday 23 Feb.

•Participating in Amnesty International's video campaign to raise awareness about the true impact of this unconstitutional 

agreement on people's lives

"Every day that the Agreement remains in force, people are at risk of being sent back to detention and potential deportation 

to persecution," said Dorota Blumczynska, CCR President. "The US has never been safe for all refugees, and the fact that 

President Biden is in the White House does not change that. Women are particularly affected, because of US policies that 

close the door on women fleeing gender-based violence."

Thank you for your support!

https://ccrweb.ca/en/media/federal-court-must-uphold-decision-STCA
https://www.facebook.com/ccrweb
https://twitter.com/ccrweb
https://www.amnesty.ca/blog/refugees-are-part-our-communities


• How do you spend your time?

• How can life feel more VIRBANT?

• Please join us over the next 10 days for short Virtual Wellness Sessions. 

• Check out our Vibrant in Vancouver video 
here:  https://youtu.be/dHtZICegeKE

• We will be exploring a wide variety of topics: mindfulness, photography, 
community and yoga.

•
We will "meet" each day on Zoom.

• Date: March 1st – 10th, 2021

• Time: 10:00 am – 10:20 am daily

• Location: Zoom (an app on your phone or computer)

• To register or for information: please email refugeeclaimant@mosaicbc.org
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POSTER ATTACHED ALSO

https://youtu.be/dHtZICegeKE
mailto:refugeeclaimant@mosaicbc.org
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POSTER ALSO ATTACHED



Jumpstart Refugee Talent is a refugee led non-profit organization and the only national organization exclusively serving 
refugees seeking meaningful employment.

New: Employment Support through Refugee Talent Hub is now available to all refugees in BC, regardless of their 
status, as long as they are eligible to work in Canada.
Jumpstart supports newly settled refugees in overcoming hiring barriers and securing meaningful employment. We equally 
support employers so they can easily and efficiently source and recruit refugee talent.
We also continue to offer our Welcome Talent Canada mentorship program, the only national mentorship program for refugees in 
Canada.

You can find attached the referral form with easy-to-access links and for easier navigation of our 
new JumpstartRefugee.ca website.

You can now contact us by phone! Whether you're a refugee, an organization, an employer or a Canadian professional who 
wants to be involved in strengthening the economic inclusion of refugees in Canada.
Our number is (888) 99REFUGEE or (888) 997-3384.

Follow us on Social Media: #ByRefugees #ForRefugees
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, Youtube

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, comments or feedback.
Masa Kateb (Preferred pronouns: she/her/hers)
Manager of Projects, Jumpstart Refugee Talent
P: (888) 997-3384 Ext:757
masa.kateb@jumpstartrefugee.ca

https://jumpstartrefugee.ca/programs/refugee-talent/
https://jumpstartrefugee.ca/programs/welcome-talent/
https://jumpstartrefugee.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/JumpstartRefugee/
https://twitter.com/JumpstartCDN
https://www.instagram.com/jumpstartrefugee/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jumpstartrefugee
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdDCWq6ojhKXTl1gPyVcxLg
mailto:masa.kateb@jumpstartrefugee.ca
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With the number of surveys happening all the time these tools can assist you in supporting refugee claimants requested to participate in a 
survey. Provided through Canadian Council for Refugees: 

The "Your Rights in Research" document for researchers working with people in contexts of displacement is now 
available in:

• English

• Your rights in research (French)

•Your rights in research (Arabic)

• Your rights in research (Spanish)

• Your rights in research (Somali)

• Your rights in research (Pashto)

• Your rights in research (Dari)

• Your rights in research (Swahili)

All documents (Guidelines, Executive Summary and Rights in Research documents) are available on the CCR 
website:
https://ccrweb.ca/en/ethical-considerations-research
Many thanks to Access Alliance for the translations, Amélie Cossette for the graphic design, SSHRC and uOttawa for funding, 
and CCR, CARFMS and CRS for your early and continued support to this project.

https://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/rightsinresearch-en-finalformatted2018.02.21.pdf
https://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/rightsinresearch-final.formatted.fr_.2018.02.21.pdf
https://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/rightsinresearch-arabic-final2018.02.21.pdf
https://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/your_rights_in_research_-_spanish.pdf
https://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/your_rights_in_research_-_somali.pdf
https://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/your_rights_in_research_-_pashto.pdf
https://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/your_rights_in_research_-_dari.pdf
https://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/your_rights_in_research_-_swahili.pdf
https://ccrweb.ca/en/ethical-considerations-research
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Canadian Council for Refugees Winter WG meetings Reminder

The Virtual Winter 2021 Working Group meetings are 2 weeks away!

Here are reminders and new information that will help you make the most of the meetings:

Dates:

•Tuesday 2 March - Overseas Protection and Resettlement

•Wednesday 3 March - Immigration and Settlement

•Thursday 4 March - Inland Protection

All meetings will last 2.5 hours including a 15 minute break, Start time: 11 am PST

Objectives:

•Planning workshops at CCR Spring consultation (26 May – 10 June)

•Identifying priority actions for members and CCR

•Key information-sharing

Participation:

We need you to go to Slido (Ideas section) to vote up the workshop suggestions there and propose others! Also, use the Q&A section to 

identify new or important issues that you think might be relevant for the WG to discuss or know about:

•Slido for OPR: https://app.sli.do/event/mmplzic6

•Slido for I&S: https://app.sli.do/event/0avyre9c

•Slido for IP: https://app.sli.do/event/u0s3vvwi

Registration:

Here are the links to register. Please note that you can choose to attend one, two or all of the WG meetings:

•Overseas Protection and Resettlement (OPR) Working Group Meeting on Tuesday 2 March

•Immigration and Settlement (I&S) Working Group Meeting on Wednesday 3 March

•Inland Protection (IP) Working Group Meeting on Thursday 4 March

f you have a question ahead of 

the meetings you can contact:

•For OPR and IP: Janet Dench 

at jdench@ccrweb.ca

•For I&S: Sandra Gasana 

at sgasana@ccrweb.ca

http://ccrweb.ca/en/group/overseas-protection-and-resettlement
http://ccrweb.ca/en/group/immigration-and-settlement
http://ccrweb.ca/en/group/inland-protection
https://app.sli.do/event/mmplzic6
https://app.sli.do/event/0avyre9c/live/ideas
https://app.sli.do/event/u0s3vvwi
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwpcuyrrTwtHtPEAzfabFkrABzC114__xi7
http://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAld-2uqj8tGdNz-aQ_9j9zabHbyiSGAUi8
http://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAldeisrjkpHdBKnqIRIptQEcEmuI-lCgIs
mailto:jdench@ccrweb.ca
mailto:sgasana@ccrweb.ca
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"The Vancouver Youth Choir (VYC) is starting a 
new choir for newcomer youth aged 13-18 years 
old. There is no cost associated, no previous 
experience of music required, and all levels of 
English are welcome. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for young people to connect to 
others and explore new skills in a community-
oriented setting.
Open to all youth throughout the Lower Mainland

See the attached poster. It has a clickable 
registration link and is translated into a number of 
languages. If you have any questions feel free to 
email the VYC director, Carrie Tennant 
at carrietennant@gmail.com"

POSTER ATTACHED ALSO

https://vancouveryouthchoir.com/
mailto:carrietennant@gmail.com
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Regular matters:
Credibility determination and the institutional habitus in a Swiss 
asylum office

Laura Affolter
Comparative Migration Studies – Open access journal | Revue en libre accès
Published online January 29, 2021 | Publié en ligne le 29 janvier 2021

Abstract | Résumé

"This article seeks to understand a common and regular feature of asylum decision-making, namely, that the majority of asylum claims are rejected, 
mostly on the basis of non-credibility. It draws on a bottom-up, qualitative study of an administration in which asylum decision-making takes place: 
the Swiss Secretariat for Migration. By adopting a practice-theoretical approach to administrative work, it advocates paying attention to 
caseworkers' routinised, self-evident and largely unquestioned behaviours, not only in terms of what they do, but also of what they think, feel and 
know. Building on Bourdieu, it introduces the concept of institutional habitus, which refers to the dispositions caseworkers develop on the job. On 
the basis of a specific decision-making practice termed 'digging deep', the article shows how these dispositions are structured and how, through 
the practices institutional habitus generates, these 'structuring structures' are continuously reaffirmed, leading to the relatively stable outcomes of 
administrative decision-making that can be observed from the outside. The article argues against the assumption that regularities of administrative 
work should be understood as the outcome of strict rule-following, top-down orders and political instrumentalism. At the same time, it challenges 
the individualist quality sometimes ascribed to discretionary practices in street-level bureaucracy literature and in critiques of credibility 
assessment practices in asylum adjudication."

Read or download the full article | Consulter ou télécharger l'article complet (en anglais) :
https://comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40878-020-00215-z

https://comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40878-020-00215-z
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Annual Income Tax Clinic is back — virtually
Need help filing your income taxes? We have a free income tax clinic from March 1 to April 30, 2021 for low-income 
Surrey residents. Connect virtually with a DIVERSEcity volunteer, trained by the Canada Revenue Agency, to help you 
prepare and file your tax return. Morning, afternoon and evening appointments (except Sundays and holidays) are 
available via Zoom. To register, please call 604-597-0205 or email volunteer@dcrs.ca. Learn more here ...

REPEATS

mailto:volunteer@dcrs.ca
https://dcrs.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec6408cbf07ece50b6ea0b904&id=f4d382dec8&e=a240a3d39c
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Last week, Employment and Social Development Canada launched a call for proposals for projects to ease access 

to the Canada Learning Bond, which are part of the Registered Education Savings Plans available to families living 

on low incomes.

Here's some quick snapshot details:

• Eligible organizations (charities, not-for-profit organizations, organizations from the education, social services and 

employment services sectors, municipalities and Indigenous organizations) may receive up to $1M in funding over 

two years for projects that test ways to help people access Registered Education Savings Plans and the Canada 

Learning Bond.

• Projects will focus on children from families with low incomes, children of single parents, children in care, children 

and families living in rural or remote regions of Canada, and youth transitioning to post-secondary education. They 

will also need to take into account barriers related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Application deadline is March 17th, 2021

This might be a great opportunity for settlement agencies to apply for funding to help the community access as many benefits 

offered by the government at this time.

Here is the press release [canada.ca]

Here are the instructions for the applicants [canada.ca]

Here is the applicant guide [canada.ca]

This information was shared by ESDC with Vancity to share with our networks.

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development.html
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.canada.ca_en_employment-2Dsocial-2Ddevelopment_news_2021_02_canada-2Dlearning-2Dbond.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=3mQbQWLipB5SMltIM94Thw&r=4owxuVjjzT4Guw30Q9WrCNzOkNDzTyubmJl61GXk1zE&m=XzEWZmAfrq9iOfr1e8WjS5RvkqZY_5sPVwisPZlRxPo&s=Ovk1qcm0ZnCgYIWZDIVxAIfY98OiBsuKTSmPfyQwrAM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.canada.ca_en_employment-2Dsocial-2Ddevelopment_services_funding_learning-2Dbond-2Dpilot.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=3mQbQWLipB5SMltIM94Thw&r=4owxuVjjzT4Guw30Q9WrCNzOkNDzTyubmJl61GXk1zE&m=XzEWZmAfrq9iOfr1e8WjS5RvkqZY_5sPVwisPZlRxPo&s=nOY7ASyhGB5KHMec-kHPDdZ73qPhaw6JzkoJ-cWW45I&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.canada.ca_en_employment-2Dsocial-2Ddevelopment_services_funding_learning-2Dbond-2Dpilot_applicant-2Dguide.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=3mQbQWLipB5SMltIM94Thw&r=4owxuVjjzT4Guw30Q9WrCNzOkNDzTyubmJl61GXk1zE&m=XzEWZmAfrq9iOfr1e8WjS5RvkqZY_5sPVwisPZlRxPo&s=2Lb4EutcEnkDPNq4LnbMRS-QQBFHCv1U4LTcFOfev-o&e=
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Job Opportunity

Burnaby Neighbourhood House: Therapeutic Activation Program for Seniors Coordinator 
(see attached PDF for details) 
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New book launched: Refuge Reimagined: Biblical Kinship in 

Global Politics.

Excerpt is attached or listen/read:

Podcasts: Mark and Luke Glanville discuss the book.

Inverse

https://inverse.podiant.co/e/luke-glanville-and-mark-

glanville-refuge-reminagined-394bcd0382fe96/

OnScript

https://onscript.study/podcast/mark-and-luke-glanville-

refuge-reimagined/

Purchase: Refuge Reimagined: Biblical Kinship in Global Politics (IVP)

Blog: www.markglanville.org

https://inverse.podiant.co/e/luke-glanville-and-mark-glanville-refuge-reminagined-394bcd0382fe96/
https://onscript.study/podcast/mark-and-luke-glanville-refuge-reimagined/
https://www.amazon.ca/Refuge-Reimagined-Biblical-Kinship-Politics/dp/0830853812
http://www.markglanville.org/
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Global Public Health and Migration: People, Borders, and Health Systems in the Time of the Pandemic

REGISTER: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/global-public-health-and-migration-people-borders-and-health-systems-tickets-140737163645

This webinar is the first in a two-part event organized to launch the Public Health & Migration area at the University of Toronto’s   Dalla Lana 

School of Public Health.

The webinar is open to the general public and will be held on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 from 12:00pm-1:30pm EST.

Migration is one of the defining phenomena of our time and a major global determinant of health. Designed to reach a broad audience, from health  

systems and services researchers to clinicians, policy makers, social scientists, and the general public, this event will explore the significance and 

complexity of the migration phenomenon with the help of two exceptional speakers. Dr. Heide Castañeda and Dr. Miriam Orcutt will guide attendants 

through a broad exploration of the links between migration and public health, reflecting on migrant identities, mobility and borders in a pandemic and 

post-pandemic worlds; global health policy and governance; health systems responses; and structural and political determinants of health impacting 

migrants and societies in general.

Speakers: 

Heide Castañeda - Professor of Anthropology at the University of South Florida

Dr Miriam Orcutt - Senior Research Fellow in Global Public Health and Forced Migration at the Institute for Global Health, University College London

Please register to secure your spot. You will receive a link and password for the webinar two (2) hours before the event. A recording of the event will be 

made available on the DLSPH YouTube page.

Questions? Email globalhealth.dlsph@utoronto.ca

**Please feel free to share with your networks**

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/global-public-health-and-migration-people-borders-and-health-systems-tickets-140737163645
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/global-public-health-and-migration-people-borders-and-health-systems-tickets-140737163645
mailto:globalhealth.dlsph@utoronto.ca
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UBC Centre for Migration Studies is pleased to announce the release of our Global Migration Podcast Season 2 entitled "Geographies of the 
Heart: Life-writing from Newcomers to Canada." Bringing together a diverse array of newcomer voices, each episode shares compelling, first-
hand experiences of coming to and living in Canada. This season is born out of a year-long writing project with a group of newcomers who have 
been authoring their own stories of migration on topics such as love, loss, displacement, exile, belonging and disruption. Most importantly, this 
series creates a space in which newcomers can share their experiences and perspectives with policymakers, academics and the media.

The new season is hosted by Mohammed Alsaleh: an international speaker and award-winning advocate. After losing cousins to cancer, 
Mohammed decided to become a physician with a specialization in oncology. But during a final exam in medical school, he was arrested by Syrian 
state-security then was brutally tortured for the next 120 days. After surviving death in prison, he was forced to flee his home and made an 
extraordinary journey to Vancouver, BC, arriving in Canada as a refugee in late 2014. Today, he is an inspirational speaker that brings the voice of 
refugees to the international stage. He has been recognized by the likes of Canada's Justin Trudeau and Hollywood's George Takei, and in 2018, he 
received the RBC Top 25 Canadian Immigrant Award for his refugee advocacy efforts. From Syria to Canada, his journey was famously featured in 
the documentary "Welcome to Canada."

https://migration.ubc.ca/podcast
https://www.mohammedalsaleh.com/

