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Dear MAP members,
How are you doing? That’s a common question nowadays and one that MAP wants to focus on during the pandemic and
the unrest caused by overt and covert racism – providing support through online MAP meetings, information and a
friendly check in. We will keep you up to date with any changes to refugee claimant services as they happen - and ask if
you have information that you would like to share with MAP that you let us know at info@mapbc.org

NEWS!!
• MAP BC Meeting - on Zoom on Thursday Sept 24 at 9:30 am – save the date! Agenda and Registration arriving soon.
• MAP Housing Working Group Meeting – on Zoom on Thursday Sept 24 at 1pm. Details mailed soon.
• FV MAP Meeting – on Zoom Tuesday September 29 at 1:00 pm – contact Alexandra Dawley at adawley@mosaicbc.org
if you provide services in the Fraser Valley to refugee claimants and would like to attend.
• Jenny M will be attending the UBC Virtual Volunteer Fair on September 23. If any member agency would like MAP to
promote their volunteer needs please contact us at info@mapbc.org to arrange.
-------------------------------------------------------------

Thank you for all you are doing to support vulnerable refugee claimants - especially during these unprecedented
times. Stay safe and well - and let's not let social distancing be a barrier to the folks we serve.
Jenny Lam and Richard Belcham, - and the other Jenny!
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Please see a list of interesting articles gathered by MAP from
across Canada and globally (PDF attached)

News highlights:
Refugee claimant
– related articles
from Canada and
around the world

September 9,
2020

Thanks to Journey Home Volunteer Barry Growe for his research and compilation
• Five years after the Syrian migration crisis, Merkel, not Trump, seems
vindicated
Washington Post
• “If they have the right supports, they can do great things”
The Record: Waterloo Ontario
• Covid-19 outbreaks - including a 5-year-old boy - hit two Toronto shelters
Toronto Star
• ‘Transplant,’ Canadian medical drama with an immigrant spin, set to cross the
US border
Hamilton Spectator
• Personal support workers are the backbone of health care but the bottom of
the power structure
Yahoo News
• Government to launch campaign to tell migrants UK streets “not paved with
gold”
The Independent
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DIGNIDAD MIGRANTE – FILM OF THE EXHIBITION ‘LITTLE MEXICO’
Please see the video about the exhibition that a Dignidad Member staged in Abbotsford about Temporary Foreign Workers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLfIG3i_dE4&t=21s

Dignidad Migrante Society
880 Malkin Ave. Vancouver, BC, V6A 2K6
Phone: 778-791-3419 II 604-754-3419 Fax: 604-299-1673
FB: dignidadmigrantesociety/
YouTube: DIGNIDAD-DIGNITY
Website: dignidadmigrantesociety.org
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A national event in partnership with: Jumpstart Refugee Talent & Films With A Cause:

Documentary Film Screening of 'Journeys to Belonging’

(POSTER ATTACHED)

Open to everyone to attend. RSVP and details: www.eventbrite.ca/e/119291109921
Join us for a screening of the research documentary, Journeys to Belonging, created by award winning emerging
filmmaker, Yazmeen Kanji. The screening will be followed by a discussion to explore economic and social belonging in
Canada.
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2020
Event Theme: Intersectional Refugee Experiences: Politics of Economic Belonging
Time: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm Pacific Time
Location: Hosted on Zoom
RSVP: www.eventbrite.ca/e/119291109921
Moderator: Masa Kateb, Jumpstart Refugee Talent, Manager of Projects
Panelists:
Yazmeen Kanji | Films with a Cause, Founder & Filmmaker
Devon Matthews | Rainbow Railroad, Manager of Program Development
Ziva Gorani | Activist and Humanitarian
Join us for this eye-opening film experience!
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Flavours of Hope

is a non-profit social enterprise that empowers and celebrates newcomer refugee women through
cooking, storytelling, and entrepreneurship.
We have pivoted our cultural food community events and farmers market work with COVID
(like everyone else), and now we are focusing events to online activities and in person small outdoor gatherings in the parks. We
have some exciting social activities (in person and online) for newcomer women in September. Through these activities led by
newcomer refugee women from Flavours of Hope, we hope to create opportunities for women to connect, make friends, learn
about different cultures, and build a sense of belonging.
SEE DIFFERENT ACTIVITY POSTERS ATTACHED
Our first activity is Intercultural Tea Time this Thursday, September 10 at 1:00pm at Trout Lake Park. After our first in person
meeting, we will be doing weekly online Intercultural Tea Times on Zoom (we will have one meet up in the park per month) to
provide flexibility for both in person and online gatherings.
We have 2 more exciting activities to connect women together in September:
1) Healthy Cooking Together - Fun online cooking and storytelling time with newcomer women on Monday, September 14 and
28 at 5:00pm. Marialejandra from Venezuela will be leading us for our first cooking demonstration with a healthy, fast, and
easy to make recipe at home. A recipe and Zoom link will be sent after registration. Sign up by
emailing: trixie@flavoursofhope.com
2) Coffee & Art - Connect over coffee, desserts, and art at an outdoor patio on Saturday, September 26 at 3:00pm at 49th
Parallel Cafe. We will enjoy coffee together and
art to Partnership)
express ourselves
and9,our
MAP use
(Multi-Agency
Bulletin September
2020stories.
Register by emailing: trixie@flavoursofhope.com

Dear Community Partners:
We are excited to announce the Arrival Advisor Multilingual Online Demo Series, delivered in
partnership with AMSSA, from September 15 to October 9, 2020.
Since the launch of Arrival Advisor in March 2019, we've released four more languages and added search and
feedback functions on the app. The online demos are available in English, Arabic, French, Korean, Mandarin,
Punjabi, and Tagalog, with examples tailored to regional specificity. The first part of the series (September 15 - 18)
is tailored to Greater Vancouver and Fraser Valley (see attached poster). The demo schedule for Vancouver Island,
Interior, and Northern BC will be announced in the coming weeks.
We welcome all newcomers as well as settlement staff to join us for the free online demos. Please share the information with
your clients and network.
Here's the schedule for the Greater Vancouver and Fraser Valley series, including links to translated posters and registration:
•Sep 15 (11:00 AM - 12:00 PM): English - Poster, Registration
•Sep 15 (2:00 PM - 3:00 PM): Punjabi - Poster, Registration
•Sep 16 (11:00 AM - 12:00 PM): Arabic - Poster, Registration
•Sep 16 (2:00 PM - 3:00 PM): French - Poster, Registration
•Sep 17 (11:00 AM - 12:00 PM): Mandarin - Poster, Registration
•Sep 17 (2:00 PM - 3:00 PM): Korean - Poster, Registration
•Sep 18 (11:00 AM - 12:00 PM): Tagalog - Poster, Registration
We appreciate your continued support for the Arrival Advisor project and PeaceGeeks. If you have any questions please contact:
Jean Parlina, Project Coordinator, Community Engagement & Outreach e. jean@peacegeeks.org
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Event in partnership: Jumpstart Refugee Talent & ISSofBC: Global Talent Loans Program
Career Readiness Workshop for Refugees (see poster attached)

Are you a REFUGEE or a REFUGEE CLAIMANT?
Are you looking to find meaningful employment that aligns with your previous work experience and/or educational
experience?
Join this workshop and by the end of it you will learn about:
✓ Effective career navigation strategies for refugees
✓ Welcome Talent Canada: The only national mentorship program for refugees (Free)
✓Loans that support the training and education of refugees in Canada
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2020
Event Theme: Free Career Readiness workshop for refugees and information about Global Talent Loans Program benefits for
refugees
Time: 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm Pacific Time
Who can attend: This workshop is targeted to skilled refugees and refugee claimants with professional backgrounds residing
in British Columbia (BC)
Location: Online | A GoToMeeting link will be sent to registered attendees
RSVP: 23092020.eventbrite.ca
Career Readiness Workshop delivered by: Masa Kateb, Jumpstart Refugee Talent, Manager of Projects
Questions? Masa Kateb, Manager of Projects
Jumpstart Refugee Talent | Vancouver
604-442-2556
masa.kateb@jumpstartRefugee.ca
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The Burnaby Immigrant Partnership Employment Working Group has organized a series of workshops on
Understanding the needs and challenges of recruitment post pandemic in different sectors.
The second workshop will be September 24 between 9:00 – 11:00 am. Please share within your networks, staff and
clients.
You are invited to a Zoom meeting.
When: Sep 24, 2020 09:00 AM Vancouver
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuf--vpj8sE9aYNlUiOz7-Q3yvyngScOMx
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
PS - The following workshop will be October 15 – Retail / Hospitality / Warehousing
Ana Maria Bustamante, BIPT Coordinator
Burnaby Family Life
Phone: 604-419-6919 / Mobile: 604-349-7158
abustamante@burnabyfamilylife.org
www.bipt.ca
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Fall Consultation, save the date!
For the second time this year, we will be holding a virtual Consultation. The Fall Consultation will be taking place from Thursday 26 November to
Friday 11 December 2020.
The Annual General Meeting will be on Friday 11 December 2020.
More information (registration, program, time, etc.) to come in the upcoming weeks but in the meantime, please pencil it in your calendars!

Call for nominations - CCR Executive Elections
We will be electing several Executive members at the Annual General Meeting this fall, including the Treasurer and Secretary. Please consider
whether your organization could support a candidate for one of these important positions within the CCR, or whether there is someone from another
organization you could encourage to run. The deadline for nominations is Friday 6 November 2020.
Please, read the Letter from the Nominating Committee for Executive Elections for more information about the eligibility criteria and for the
Nomination Form.

Summer Working Group meetings
As a reminder, the Summer Working Group meetings continue this week.
Thursday 10 Sept. 2020: Inland Protection Working Group Time: 11:00am - 1:00pm Pacific
Participation, agenda and registration:
We ask you to please read the Handouts and go on to Meeting Pulse. You can find all the information here. If you have not done so already, you can
still register by clicking on the following link: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYuc-2uqjgtH9bvkgHnjnoZyQ01_FBlv3II If you want to access
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the resources of our preparatory session, please visit this page.

Applications are now being accepted for the following City of Vancouver social grants programs:
1. Direct Social Services (DSS)
Direct Social Services Grants: https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/direct-social-services-grants.aspx
2. Organizational Capacity Building (OCB)
Organizational Capacity Building Grants: https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/organizational-capacity-building-grants.aspx
•

Application Deadline: Friday, October 16, 2020 at 4:30 PM.
Eligibility, program criteria and other information can be found online at the links provided above.

•

Information Sessions
On-line info sessions will provide an opportunity for applicants to ask questions, and to address COVID-19-related concerns
with completing applications. Please join us on one of these dates:
Session 1: Friday, September 25th, 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM Session 2: Wednesday, September 30th, 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM
To register or send questions about either session, please contact the Social Policy Grants team at
socialpolicygrants@vancouver.ca
*******************************************************************
SAVE THE DATE: Social Indicators and Trends in Vancouver's Neighbourhoods
Data Webinar: Tuesday October 6th, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Join us for an overview of the latest local level research on Vancouver's social indicators and community trends and resources
you can access to inform your grant application and understand the impacts of COVID-19 on different populations in the city.

For more information contact SocialPolicy.Research@vancouver.ca
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The City of Vancouver would like to ask for your help in distributing a survey to residents who participate in the programs
and services offered by your organization. The topic of the survey is the "random order ballot" used in the 2018 municipal
election in the City of Vancouver. The survey can be filled out by all residents, even if they did not vote in the 2018 municipal
election. The results will be used to provide feedback to Vancouver City Council on which type of ballot people think is the
most fair and easy to use.
The survey is part of an initiative called Your City Hall, which includes a set of tools and resources for learning how City Hall
works, how to get involved, and how to make change happen. The goals and actions of Your City Hall are informed by a
number of initiatives including VIPs important work on Youth Civics101.
We are particularly interested in hearing from residents from diverse backgrounds. To that end, the survey is available in
Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Punjabi, Tagalog, and English. The links to the survey in each language are found
below.
We are asking that responses be completed by September 18, 2020.
If you have any questions about the survey please contact yourcityhall@vancouver.ca Thank you!
随机顺序选票调查http://survey.vancouver.ca/s3/random-ballot-simplified-chinese
本次调查的目的是收集有关温哥华市 2018 年市政选举中使用的"随机顺序选票"的反馈。即使您没有在 2018 年市政选
举中投票，我们也希望收到您的反馈。
您的意见将反馈到温哥华市议会，向他们反映选民认为哪种选票最公平、最容易使用。
________________________________________
隨機順序選票調查 http://survey.vancouver.ca/s3/random-ballot-traditional-chinese
本次調查的目的是收集有關溫哥華市 2018 年市政選舉中使用的"隨機順序選票"的意見。即使您沒有在 2018 年市政選
舉中投 票，我們也希望收到您的意見。
您的意見將向溫哥華市議會提供回饋，反映選民認為哪種選票最公平、最容易使用。
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ਰੈਂਡਮ ਆਰਡਰ ਬੈਲਟ ਸਰਵੇਖਣ http://survey.vancouver.ca/s3/random-ballot-punjabi
ਇਸ ਸਰਵੇਖਣ ਦਾ ਉਦੇਸ਼ ਸਸਟੀ ਆਫ ਵੈਨਕੂਵਰ ਦੀਆਂ 2018 ਦੀਆਂ ਸਮਊਂਸਸਪਲ ਚੋਣਾ 'ਚ ਵਰਤੇ ਗਏ 'ਰੈਂਡਮ ਆਰਡਰ ਬੈਲਟ' ਬਾਰੇ ਫੀਡਬੈਕ ਇਕੱ ਠੀ
ਕਰਨਾਂ ਹੈ। ਅਸੀਂ ਸਫਰ ਵੀ ਤੁਹਾਡੀ ਫੀਡਬੈਕ ਲੈ ਣੀ ਚਾਹਾਂਗੇ ਭਾਵੇਂ 2018 ਦੀਆਂ ਸਮਊਂਸਸਪਲ ਚੋਣਾ 'ਚ ਤੁਸਾਂ ਵੋਟ ਨਹੀਂ ਵੀ ਪਾ ।
ਤੁਹਾਡੀ ਫੀਡਬੈਕ ਵੈਨਕੂਵਰ ਸਸਟੀ ਕੌਂਸਲ ਨੂੂੰ ਇਸ ਬਾਰੇ ਫੀਡਬੈਕ ਦੇਣ ਲ ਵਰਤੀ ਜਾਵੇਗੀ ਸਕ ਸਕਸ ਤਰਹਾਂ ਦਾ ਬੈਲਟ, ਵੋਟਰ ਸੋਚਦੇ ਹਨ ਸਕ ਸਭ ਤੋਂ ਵੱ ਧ
ਉਸਚੱ ਤ ਅਤੇ ਵਰਤਣ ਨੂੂੰ ਸੌਖਾ ਹੈ।
________________________________________
Survey sa Random Order na Balota http://survey.vancouver.ca/s3/random-ballot-tagalog
Ang layunin ng survey na ito ay para lumikom ng komentaryo ukol sa "random order na balota" na ginamit sa eleksyong pangmunisipalidad sa Lungsod ng Vancouver noon 2018. Gusto namin ang iyong komentaryo kahit na hindi ka nakaboto noong
eleksyong pang-munisipalidad noong 2018.
Ang iyong komentaryo ay gagamitin upang makapagbigay ng komentaryo sa Konseho ng Lungsod ng Vancouver ukol sa klase ng
balota na sa tingin ng mga mamboboto ay pinakapatas at madaling gamitin.
________________________________________
Random Order Ballot Survey http://survey.vancouver.ca/s3/random-ballot-english
The purpose of this survey is to gather feedback on the "random order ballot" used in the 2018 municipal election in the City of
Vancouver. We would like your feedback even if you did not vote in the 2018 municipal election.
Your feedback will be used to provide feedback to Vancouver City Council on which type of ballot voters think is the most fair
and easy to use.
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ISSofBC new video project for refugee claimants
ISSofBC has produced eight instructional videos on applications related to refugee claimants. These videos
were created to guide refugees through the process of applying for a work permit, permanent residence, a
travel document, and health coverage applications.
This is a great training resource for front-line workers assisting refugees with multiple barriers.
All videos can be found online on the ISSofBc website.
https://issbc.org/our-resource/refugee-related-application-videos
Refugee-related Application Videos | Refugee Claim Process |
Immigrant Services Society of BC (ISSofBC) - issbc.org
Refugee Claim Process Videos. Learn about the Refugee Claim process, how to apply for social
assistance, what health resources are available and more through our video series.
issbc.org

Please refer all questions to:
Meaad Alharbi | Manager - Settlement Orientation Services
2610 Victoria Drive Street, Vancouver, BC V5N 4L2
T: 604-255-1881 Ext. 3037 | F: 604-255-4611 | meaad.alharbi@sosbc.ca
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Legal Aid BC Update: COVID-19 and the Law is a special series of our Factum
newsletter, part of our Factum blog.
If you're not a current subscriber and would like to receive regular updates from Legal Aid BC, subscribe here.

Read this Update in the attached PDF version of the newsletter, or via the Link
In. this edition:
• COVID-19 updates
• abuse & family violence
• the BC legal system
• First Nations Court
• and Legal Aid BC services
MAP (Multi-Agency Partnership) Bulletin September 9, 2020

Hi all,
As we all know, low income seniors and other vulnerable groups living in Victoria-Fraserview, Killarney and
Sunset struggle to find access to free or low-cost food in their neighbourhood. Since COVID-19 started, the
Greater Vancouver Food Bank closed their distribution site in Victoria-Fraserview and relocated to Mount
Pleasant. The new site is difficult for seniors, persons with disabilities, and families with young children to
access. SVNH stepped in to offer temporary emergency food distribution which has now ended due to limited
space.
There is a gap in access to emergency food for low income seniors and other vulnerable groups in South
Vancouver. As a result of this food challenge the South Vancouver Seniors Hub Council has taken the lead on
an online petition to help increase awareness of the food insecurity that exists in South Vancouver. Please sign
the petition below by clicking on the link. Share this with your contacts and help our neighbours' voices be
heard.

http://chng.it/cX4DPPD6 [chng.it]

Thanks for your support,
Zahra Esmail (she/her/hers pronouns)
Executive Director
South Vancouver Neighbourhood House
6470 Victoria Drive, Vancouver BC V5P 3X7
ph: 604-324-6212 f: 604-324-6116
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Journey Home Community invites you to join

Ride for Refuge # ride 20
This is one of the biggest fundraisers for refugee claimant agencies
each year – download the poster attached for the details and
registration procedures
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Journey Home Community event to celebrate
Laura as she leaves for university.
Join the staff and volunteers in her online
send-off!
The poster is also attached
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The CCR is seeking a person to assist in mobilizing newcomer youth across
Canada in a series of projects promoting civic engagement, through the
CCR`s Youth Network. The CCR Youth Network is dynamic coalition of
newcomer youth (16-25 years old) that voices the concerns of newcomer
and vulnerable migrant youth in Canada.
About the position
•
•
•
•

6 months contract (September to March)
Part-time (12h/week) – flexibility in scheduling, but must have some availability during regular work hours
Remote work
Starting date: as soon as possible.

Principal Responsibilities
• Collaborate with Coordinator in the planning, monitoring and reporting on implementation of all project activities, including
the virtual national Youth Action Gathering.
• Take the lead in project communications, including through the website and social media, and with francophone participants.
• Develop communications and promotions plan for the year.
English Online Application

Candidature en ligne en francaise
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Low-barrier funding for community groups working in partnership with
UBC faculty, staff or students.
Amount: Up to $1,500 (min. $500)
Next deadline: September 25, 2020
***For the September 2020 intake, we continue to welcome applications from partnerships
that have been impacted by COVID-19. Other types of applications will also be accepted.
While we don’t expect partners to take on new work at this time, we are flexible for PRF funding
to support emergent needs to sustain partnerships through the outbreak. Possible COVID-19
related funding requests might include: staying connected/running events and other gatherings in
a virtual space; immediate response/relief efforts that involve a UBC-community partnership;
planning efforts to adapt to the pandemic context; or other needs and responses your UBCcommunity partnership requires.***
Every day, people on and off-campus work together on joint initiatives that benefit both the
community and the university. Engaged research, experiential learning, planning and policy
development, educational programming, dialogue projects, workshops – our impact grows when
we work together.
The Community Engagement Partnership Recognition Fund (PRF) is designed to help fill
small resource gaps and acknowledge the contributions that community partners make to UBC.
It also aims to raise awareness about the value of relationships and working together in a
thoughtful way.
Click here for more information.
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SFU School of Public Policy is seeking government and not for profit partners for our
student-led BC Priorities research projects from November 2020 to March 2021.
Does your organization have a policy problem or issue that needs to be worked on? A 4-5 member team
of Masters of Public Policy students are ready to tackle it.
See the attached BC Priorities info-sheet for full details, including examples of recent projects and partner
organizations. Some of the BCP changes for this coming year brought about by COVID-19 and our adaptation to
virtual, remote learning include smaller group size, later start to projects and no requirement for original
research.
We are happy to answer any follow up questions about topic development, etc.
If you are interested in being a BCP partner, please respond by Monday, September 14 via email to Eva Lewis
at evat@sfu.ca.
Regards
Eva Lewis
School of Public Policy
Simon Fraser University | HC 3275
515 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC
T: 778-782-7879 | www.sfu.ca/mpp
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