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Project Overview 

Title Towards a Housing Solution for Refugee Claimants 

Goal To increase settlement and integration outcomes for refugee claimants seeking 
asylum in BC by supporting their housing needs. 

Partners ● Ministry of Jobs, Trade and Technology (Province of BC - (MJTT)) 
● Multi Agency Partnership of BC (MAP) 

Timeline September 2018 - March 2019 (7 months) 

 
 
Background 
Canada is a signatory to the UN Convention (1951) and Protocol (1967) Relating to the Status of 
Refugees and is responsible for the protection of people seeking asylum in our country (known as 
“refugee claimants”). In 2017, a record 50,000+ refugee claimants arrived in Canada, 2325 of these in BC 
(about 5% of the national number).  The housing market in BC’s Lower Mainland (high rental + low 
vacancy rates) creates a significant housing challenge for refugee claimants and their support network 
who are struggling to meet this basic human need. 
 
Refugee claimant housing providers, with others, launched a day-long forum on 10 May 2018, bringing 
together 60+ participants representing 40+ agencies/businesses to focus on solutions.  The resulting 
Refugee Claimant Housing Forum Report and Action Plan​ can be found at 
www.mapbc.org/housing-for-refugee-claimants​.  
 
In July 2018, The Province of BC (Ministry of Jobs, Trade and Technology) responded with resources 
($70,000) to implement key elements of the Action Plan and the following is proposed: 
 
Project  

Activity Outcome Resource 
Distribution 

Build capacity within Multi 
Agency Partnership (MAP) 

MAP is resourced to initiate coordinated action and 
respond to opportunities 

 
$19,000 

Build capacity within 
housing providers 

Refugee claimants gain increased access along the 
housing continuum 

$17,000 

Increase public awareness 
and understanding 

British Columbians accurately understand refugee 
claimants’ immigration status, housing and support 
needs, and assets  

 
$7000 

Undertake Community 
Asset Mapping and 
strategic planning 

Refugee claimants in BC’s Lower Mainland benefit 
from a region-wide, comprehensive housing and 
support plan 

 
$20,000 
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http://mapbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Refugee-Claimant-Housing-Forum-Report-and-Action-Plan-2018.pdf
http://mapbc.org/housing-for-refugee-claimants
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Kinbrace Community Society signed the agreement on behalf of MAP with the Province of BC.  Schedule 
“A” (below), copied from the agreement, outlines the heart of the project in a bit more detail…. 
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